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Finishing up the
Unfinished Church

By Paul L. James
veeping the challenge v archi-
e purally documsen
j.f ished Chusch came after maore
than a decade of working primanily in

1e Uinfin-

ecclestasbival wehiteciure. Few projects,
newwever, capmred my ictereet like the

urifiul classical pothic strecture, never

finighed, and whose foenditions were
land i era whens logls rise steel con-
wth Furape and North

America, was coming of age,

st 1, I

The vrygnnal architect, YWilliamn Fay,
chose instead rhe discipline and order
that the "stacking of great stones”
demands. And, from his ruling pen and
T SpUAre Came a clazgical d:sl.':l‘. which
did not disappoint the congregation
MNone of the xcconnts as to the actual rea-
some the project was fnally abardone
coudd subtract however, from what has
becom: 2 most exaisite sombination of

pantral and consrucred beauty,

Finishing it “om paper” was to sorve
both pracocal and are

only sparse archived drawings of the

tic needs, w that

intended building cxizted, aleng with
only small eleation drewings of what ot
worbd have Tnoked |'l'!l:'. In .i-.l..l[ll!l'h
shart cute and changes made during con

struction lurdhier obsouzed that
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rendering sofrware, nonw uzed exrensively
o document historic sTuctures, gives us
i permanent zectrd ol aol Lll'li_lr what was
actaally builk, bur also whar was, in this
instance, intended to be buile,

In the Follonving nunths, with the
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ansmated watkthrouehs and aerals o

EIVE Gl £Viern one intimate teeli
an appreciarion of this measured historic

lanehmark, NI
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